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Mountains of Hope Steering Committee Meeting Minutes – January 15, 
2020 Venue: WV State Capitol

Member Attendees: Voting Members Non-Voting Members 
Bromley Blankenship, Steven 
Chappell, Michelle Cossman, Lynne 
Conn/ Ostien (Alt) Dudley, Julie 
Davis, Patty Farley, Shawn 
Dusic, Shelly Hixenbaugh, Lauren 
Frederick-Curry, Juliana Miller, Summer 
Gainor, Sara Jane Shanholtzer, Birgit 
Hickman/ Wolfe (Alt) Wright, Jessica 
Molnar, Kathy Other 
Shafer, Shauna Katie Burham 
Starkey, Abby Jim Keresztury 
Thornsbury, Janna 
Watts, Ruthie 
Wright, Lauren 

- attended
Minutes Taken By Lauren Hixenbaugh 

Topic Presented By Discussion & Decision Follow-up / 
Responsible 
Person(s) 

Minutes Dusic o December minutes were approved.

Founding 
Members Conn-WVUCI 

o Dr. Richard Goldberg retired as of December 31, 2019 and Dr.
Hannah Hazard-Jenkins is now the interim Director of the WVU
Cancer Institute.

o The Bob Huggin’s Fish Fry will be held on Friday, January 24,
2020. It is a fundraiser for the Norma Mae Huggins Endowment
Fund and Remember the Miners Scholarship Fund.

o The P01 project will be scheduling key informant interviews and
focus groups over the next six weeks. The members of the MOH
Steering Committee may be contacted to assist in recruiting
participants.
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o The WV Lung Cancer Project was awarded a continuation grant 
from Genentech. 

o Bonnie’s Bus screened 2,824 patients, identified at least 19 cancers, 
and celebrated its 20,000 mammogram in 2019. 

o The Administrative Law Judge denied CAMC’s appeal of the 
certificate of need for LUCAS. Then CAMC appealed that decision 
to the Circuit Court and now WVUCI is exploring options. 

o The Survivorship supplement has started the and the Facebook 
support group is going strong and the staff is working on the 
podcasts and professional web course. 

 
 
Chappell-ACS 

o The WVU Men’s Basketball team has an ACS Fundraiser. You can 
purchase tickets and find out more information by visitng the link 
https://fevo.me/americancancersocietywvu.   

o CAMC is holding a Colon Cancer Screening  day and has a 
Capacity Building Project they are working on. 

o The ACS CAN Day will be held at the captiol on February 5, 2020.  
o The WV Cancer Survivorship Summit will be held March 20, 2020| 

from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the Robert H. Mollohan Research Center.  

 
  
WVBCCSP 

o The BCCSP is working on their continuing application and hiring 
staff to fill two nurse positions. 

 

 
Bromley-CCP 

o The WVCCP is developing the year four action plan that will be 
submitted with the CDC Annual Performance Report, Budget 
Period June 30, 2020 through June 29, 2021, for both the National 
Comprehensive Cancer Control Program and the Survivorship 
Supplement.  

o The WVCCP is requesting draft budgets from MOH to be sent in 
for the fiscal year June 30-June 29, 2021.  

o The MOH Survivorship Supplement is continuing this year at 
exactly half the amount of funds as last year.  

o The evaluation team has successfully implemented an online 
reporting system. This system is open for suggestion and 
improvements. Craig would like to thank everyone for their 
flexibility while adopting this program.  

o The WVCCP has been replaced the CDMIS reporting system for 
use in the annual performance reporting. 

 

https://fevo.me/americancancersocietywvu
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o There will be new CDC requirements for program priorities and 
evidence based interventions (EBI) instructing grantees to select at 
least one EBI for each priority area, while simultaneously 
implementing a complimentary health equity strategy for least one 
EBI within every priority area.  

Subcommittee 
Updates 

Thornsbury-
Prevention 
 
Starkey- 
Quality of Life 
 
Watts- 
Early Detection 

o Prevention-The prevention subcommittee has split up into groups 
to work on different Aims. The Aim 2 groups continues to work on 
a social media campaign in schools. The campaign is about the 
harmful effects of tobacco. The Aims 6 groups is working with the 
Mid-Ohio Valley Rural Health Alliance to work on their tobacco 
efforts. They are also working to prevent Hepatitis B with pilot 
sites that have harm reduction plans. 

o Quality of Life-The Cancer Resource Guide is up to 74 resources. 
The committee would like anyone who used the guide to complete 
a satisfaction survey. The committee is working with CAMC on 
the Mini-med school agenda. In addition, they may utilize their 
funds while working with the Livestrong foundation program. This 
program helps cancer survivors to increase their level of activity.  

o Early Detection-The group is diligently working on their 
Educational Symposium with the Charleston area churches. The 
numbers from their lung cancer event in the fall will be back by 
the end of the month. Hopefully they can report on those numbers 
at the next meeting.   

Cancer Plan 
Update Keresztury 

o Jim has been working with the designated cancer planning 
committee (meeting every two weeks). They have reviewed 
objectives related to each of the 12 aims.  

o Jim continues to work with the Bureau for Public Health on 
targeting available data sources.  

o The target date for a near final draft in June 15, 2020 
o The group thoroughly discussed the idea of moving to a 10 year 

plan but ultimately decided to leave it at five years. 

o Lauren will 
send out pages 
1-9 for 
comments.  

 
Membership 
Committee Hixenbaugh 

o The membership committee has not met since Taylor left. Summer 
has joined and has offered to become the chair of the committee.  

Mini-grant 
Release Dates Hixenbaugh o Lauren has received a lot of interest about the mini-grants.   
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o A suggestion was made about the timing of release in the future. 
The group agreed to think about when to release the grants next 
year.  

o Janna asked if the mini grant that the Oral Health Coalition received 
could apply for more money this spring. The committee decided no, 
unless there are not enough good applications to fund then it would 
be brought to the committee at that point. 

Immunization 
Network 
Resolution Hixenbaugh 

o Barbara Thaxton requested that MOH sign a resolution about 
reduced immunization rates. They have received our support in the 
past and would like support of their current resolution. This 
resolution states that in public schools vaccinations will be required 
with exemption for only medical reasons. The group agreed to 
support this effort.  

Policy 101 J. Wright  

o Jessica Wright gave a presentation about PSE change. 
o Shelly presented an idea that we should make the November 

meeting an “Agents of Hope” meeting. This will celebrate the work 
that they do and teach them to educate for us. She would like to 
move the volunteer luncheon into our membership meeting. 
Everyone agreed to give it a try and see what happens.  

Habits # 2 and 3 Dusic 

o Shelly and Lauren H presented the #2 and #3 habits form the nine 
habits guide. Some decisions were made including;  

o to have quick report outs by chair or facilitator at the beginning 
membership meetings;  

o subcommittee chairs and chair elects report the information in 
their meetings 

o Send out short messages on the listserv with contact 
information if someone wants more information  

Notes of Hope  

o Katie is excited that she has a set date for her comprehensive exams. 
o WVUCI is working on an Adventure WV pilot project that will link 

healthy living and tobacco cessation.   

Other  

o Juliana sent an email asking if the committee would support the Rare 
Disease Advisory Council. Discussion was lengthy and resulted in a 
couple of questions; 

 Could MOH have a seat on the council? 
 What kind of support does the council need? 
 How long will the logo be used? 

o Lauren will 
follow up with 
Juliana about 
the Rare 
Disease 
Council. 
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o Due to low MOH meeting attendance there will be further discussion 
on the meeting dates.  

o The committee voted on subcommittee funding application B. this 
version is a little more user friendly and shorter but still provides the 
committee with all of the information needed.  

o The group brought up participation of members while on the phone 
during face-to-face meetings. It was suggested that we no longer offer a 
call in option unless there are extenuating circumstances. 

 
Upcoming meetings: 
Steering Committee meetings:  

February 20, 2020   Zoom Call   10:00-12:00pm 
March 19, 2020   Zoom Call   10:00-12:00pm 
April 29, 2020    Face-to Face   10:00-4:00pm 
May 21, 2020    Zoom Call   10:00-12:00pm 
June 18, 2020    Zoom Call   10:00-12:00pm 
July 15, 2020    Face-to Face   10:00-4:00pm 

 
Membership meetings: 

April 30, 2020    Charleston, WV   9:00-3:00pm 
July 16, 2020    Fairmont, WV    9:00-3:00pm 

 
 
This meeting was supported by the Comprehensive Cancer Program of the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources with support from Cooperative Agreement 
Number 6 NU58DP006300-02-03 from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the Department of Health and Human Resources. 
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