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Mountains of Hope Steering Committee Meeting Minutes – November 6, 2019  
Venue: Conference Call 

Member Attendees: 

 
 
Voting Members 

  
 
Non-Voting Members 

 Bromley/Richo (Alt)  Blankenship, Steven 
 Chappell, Michelle  Cossman, Lynne 
 Conn/ Ostien (Alt)  Dudley, Julie 
 Davis, Patty  Farley, Shawn 
 Dusic, Shelly  Hixenbaugh, Lauren 

 Frederick-Curry, Juliana  Kennedy-Rea, Stephenie  
 Gainor, Sara Jane  Miller, Summer 

 Molnar, Kathy  Shanholtzer, Birgit 
 Shafer, Shauna  Wright, Jessica 
 Starkey, Abby  Other 
 Thornsbury, Janna  Katie Burham  
 Watts, Ruthie  Jim Keresztury 
 Wright, Lauren   

 Wolfe, Vanessa   
    

    
 - attended 

Minutes Taken By:  Lauren Hixenbaugh 
Topic Presented By Discussion & Decision Follow-up / 

Responsible 
Person(s) 

Minutes Dusic o October minutes were approved.   

Founding 
Members Conn-WVUCI 

o The American College of Sports Medicine (ACSM) convened a 
roundtable of experts from 17 partner organizations, which included the 
WVU Cancer Institute, the American Cancer Society, and the National 
Cancer Institute to review the latest scientific evidence and offer 
recommendations about the benefits of exercise for prevention, 
treatment, recovery and improved survival. Dr. Nicole Stout from 
Cancer Prevention and Control will serve on the national steering 
committee. 

o Megan Burkart, D.P.T. is the first physical therapist in West Virginia to 
achieve specialization as an Oncologic Clinical Specialist. She is one of 
only 68 physical therapists in the United States to earn this new  
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certification from the American Board of Physical Therapy Specialties 
(ABPTS). 

o On November 22, 2019, Dr. Otis Brawley will give the Hardesty 
Lecture on "Cancer Control in the 21st Century" at 4 pm in the Grand 
Hall of the Erickson Alumni Center. 

o The Bob Huggins Fish Fry is January 24, 2020, at the Mylan Park 
Event Center in Morgantown. The event raises funds for the Norma 
Mae Huggins Cancer Endowment. 

 
 
Chappell-ACS 

o  
o The MEGA lungs have arrived and can be borrowed upon request. 
o The Ladies Night Out event raised over $16,000.  
o The WV Real Men Wear Pink did not just meet their $100,000 goal, it 

exceeded it by 28.16%. 
o The WV Cancer Survivorship Summit will be held on November 15, 

2019, and has 38 people currently registered.   

 
  
WVBCCSP 

o No report at this time. 
 

 
Bromley-CCP 

o The WV Comprehensive Cancer Control Program action plan has been 
reviewed by the CDC’s new technical assistance approach consisting 
of a program consultant, an evaluator, and a scientist/subject matter 
expert.  

o The WV CRCS StEM Post Meeting with Debriefing and Technical 
Assistance follow-up meetings continue in order to improve CRC 
screening rates in a four county region of WV.  

Workgroup 
updates 

Thornsbury-
Prevention 
 
Starkey-Quality of 
Life 
 

o Prevention- This subcommittee did not have a call this month. 
However, Jana completed their work plan. She asked about a group 
requesting to share a campaign on the MOH Facebook page and Shelly 
asked that she send the campaign content to her for review. Jana 
reviewed her work plan goals with the group.  

o Quality of Life- This subcommittee has worked to add new resources 
to the Cancer Resource Guide, resulting in five new entries with two  



 

MOH Steering Committee Minutes 11-5-19 
 

Shafer-Early 
Detection 

specific to transportation. The group added two new members, 
Michelle Chappell and Nicole Stout. Nicole is working to add new 
categories to the guide and has informed the group that WV Health 
Connection has added a tab to their website that links to the guide. She 
will also be attending the AARP stakeholders' dinner to gain those 
resources. 

o Early Detection- This subcommittee is reaching out to facilities that 
may want to take part in their Great American Smoke Out event. Susan 
Eason sent updates to Davis Memorial Hospital and other clinics for 
referrals. Some of the facilities they are working with have extended 
their office hours to accommodate additional patients. Ruthie is 
speaking at a Women’s Health day and a retiree breakfast about Lung 
Cancer Screening and promoting the Great American Smoke Out 
event. Additionally, the group is working on an educational 
symposium. As part of the initiative the group, and will be reaching out 
to church staff to put an early intervention in places of worship. The 
group also received their signed proclamation from Governor Jim 
Justice in the mail that proclaims that November 2019 is Lung Cancer 
Awareness Month. 

o Shelly suggested that the subcommittees choose their monthly call 
dates and stick with the same day and time each month. The groups 
agreed this was a good idea and the subcommittee leads will work with 
their groups to choose those times. 

Cancer Plan 
Update Keresztury 

o Jim was unable to attend the meeting so Stephenie Kennedy-Rea 
reported that Jim is working on new aims regarding nutrition and 
fitness. He is actively working to develop those aims.  

Membership 
Committee Hixenbaugh 

o Lauren reported that the membership committee has not met in 
November, and their next meeting is scheduled for November 18, 
2019.  

9 Habits Guide Dusic/Hixenbaugh 

o The group went through Habit one and had conversations about the 
successes of the coalition and subcommittee leadership. The group also 
discussed ways to continue to improve. We will cover Habits two and 
three at the next face-to-face- meeting.   

Meeting Dates Hixenbaugh 

o New meeting dates were set for Summer 2020 
o Steering Committee 

 May 21, 2020 
 June 18, 2020  
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 July 15, 2020 
o MOH Membership Meeting 

o July 16, 2020 
o The group reviewed and agreed with the dates for the upcoming 

meetings. 

Mini-grant 
Release dates Hixenbaugh 

o A lengthy discussion ensued and the group decided to release a save 
the date for the next mini-grant cycle. The date for official release will 
be January 6, 2020, and they are due back by February 3, 2020. The 
applicants can request up to $3,500. The Save the Date will go out on 
Facebook and the listserve.  

GWU Technical 
Assistance Kennedy-Rea 

o Stephenie discussed a potential presentation from the GW Cancer 
Center. The group discussed inviting them for either the April 2020 or 
July 2020 Coalition and Steering Committee Meetings. Stephenie will 
take our request for their assistance and present it to the GW Cancer 
Center staff, she recently received word that the CDC is not funding 
individual technical assistance trips anymore. Stephenie will report 
back to the group after further investigation.  

o Craig suggested that everyone listen to a podcast addressing the social 
determinates of health, as that was one of the topics of discussion from 
GW.  

o https://soundcloud.com/user-247563527/socially-determined-
mass-public-health  

Election Results Dusic 

o Shelly presented the results from the previous month's selections. 
Lauren Wright was selected as Quality of Life Chair-elect and Kathy 
Molnar was selected as Prevention Chair-elect 

o Mary Ellen and Stephenie presented the idea of adding an Ad Hoc 
Committee for Community Clinic Linkage. The group decided that 
would be a good idea and decided to offer the position to Annette 
Fetty-Santilli.  

Survey Request Hixenbaugh 

o Lauren discussed a request she had received from the University of 
Virginia Cancer Center regarding a survey for our members. The group 
decided to share it on the listserve and offer them our Cancer Burden 
Report.   

Subcommittee 
Funding Hixenbaugh 

o Subcommittees can each apply for up to $1,665. There will be a short 
application process for better outcome measures and reporting. The 
subcommittees will receive this application at the January meeting.  
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National Partners 
CCC Updates Kennedy-Rea  

o The meeting topic this month was cancer plans. Stephenie reported 
that, our process is status quo. Some coalitions have gone to a ten-year 
plan. Photos should reflect the population. MOH should consider 
public comment on the plan. 

o The committee discussed changing from a five-year plan to a ten-year 
plan. The group will think about it and revisit.   

Boots on the 
Ground Training Kennedy-Rea 

o The Clinical and Translational Science Institute had ten focus groups to 
gather information on people's perceptions of Clinical trials, ten policy 
briefs were created that lead to the creation of a curriculum. CTSI 
wants to come and present the curriculum as a workshop during the 
meeting, possibly in January or April, 2020. 

o The group leaned towards April because May is National Cancer 
Awareness month and that may work out well with the meeting in 
April.  

Notes of Hope  

o WV Lung Cancer Project received additional funding from Genetech 
and the WVLCP poster was accepted for the National Lung Cancer 
Round Table meeting.  

o Vandalia Con was a huge success at its new location. After removing 
expenses Vandalia Con was able to donate $2,000 to Bonnie's Bus. 

o Michelle reported that the Southeast CRC consortium will be held on 
June 9-11, 2020, and they are accepting abstracts and posters. 

o Ruthie recounted some wonderful patient stories that she experienced 
during Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  

o ACS had there Pink Purse Bingo and raised $11,000.  

Other  o   
 
Upcoming meetings: 
Steering Committee meetings:  

January 15, 2020   Face-to Face   TBD 
February 20, 2020   Zoom Call   10:00-12:00pm 
March 19, 2020   Zoom Call   10:00-12:00pm 
April 15, 2020    Face-to Face   2:00-5:00pm 
May 21, 2020    Zoom Call   10:00-12:00pm 
June 18, 2020    Zoom Call   10:00-12:00pm 
July 15, 2020    Face-to Face   2:00-5:00pm 
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Membership meetings: 
January 16, 2020   Charleston, WV   9:00-3:00pm 
April 16, 2020    Charleston, WV   9:00-3:00pm 
July 16, 2020    Fairmont, WV    9:00-3:00pm 

 
 
This meeting was supported by the Comprehensive Cancer Program of the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources with support from Cooperative Agreement 
Number 6 NU58DP006300-02-03 from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the Department of Health and Human Resources. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


